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Inception Development and Achievements of FOCAC

SHEN Xiaolei '

( 1. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: The establishment of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation ( FOCAC) was the result of long—
term friendship and cooperation between China and Africa and African countries gave full play to their a—
gency and ownership in the process of its inception and institutionalization. Through 20 years of continuous
development and growth FOCAC has been the most important platform for political economic cultural
and security cooperation between China and Africa. FOCAC has formed its unique characteristics which is
embodied in the principle of “extensive consultation joint contribution and shared benefits” the philoso—
phy of fitting the development needs of African countries and the cooperative attitude of solid implementa—
tion. FOCAC has harvested fruitful achievements: both practice and theory of major-country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics have been enriched; rapid and comprehensive development of China-Africa relations
has been promoted; self-development capacity of African countries has been improved; cooperation between
international communities and Africa has been exemplified. Although FOCAC still faces some problems in
its future development it will have a broader and brighter prospect for building a closer China-Africa com—
munity with a shared future in sticking to its successful experiences and seeking for greater innovation.

Key words: FOCAC; governance; extensive consultation joint contribution and shared benefits; China—

Africa community with a shared future; major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics
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