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and led a series of postwar reforms spanning the political, economic, social and cultural spheres,
profoundly shaping Japan’ s modernization process. Over the past eighty years, scholarly research
on this subject has undergone a significant evolution—from early efforts to justify occupation
policies, to critical interpretations during the Cold War, and more recently, to interdisciplinary
approaches integrating various fields. The studies conducted during the three different periods
exhibit distinct perspectives and methodologies at each stage. Accordingly, the limitations of
existing research and potential future directions merit further reflection. In the context of
globalization, a renewed examination of the U. S. occupation’ s long — term impact on Japan’ s
social structure, democratization, and bilateral relations with the United States can contribute to a

deeper understanding of the reconfiguration of the postwar East Asian order.

The Transformation of Postwar Japan’s “Pacifism” ;. Ideas, Institutions and
Practices Tian Qingli

Over the eighty years since the end of World War II, Japan’s “ pacifism” has undergone
significant transformations across three dimensions: ideological foundations, institutional structures,
and practical implementation. In terms of ideology, the national identity of postwar Japan has
gradually shifted from the Cold War—era doctrine of “one—country pacifism” to a posture of
“ proactive pacifism ”. Institutionally, conservative politicians have sought to reinterpret the
Constitution in ways that would facilitate Japan’ s transformation from a “peace state” into a “state
capable of warfare”. In terms of practice, the defining characteristics of grassroots constitutional
protection movements and peace activities among ordinary citizens have evolved—from the
collectivized, organized, and professionalized forms of the Cold War period to more decentralized ,
individualized, and fragmented patterns in the post—Cold War era. Overall, Japan’s postwar
pacifism has shown a clear trajectory from flourishing to decline, with “proactive pacifism” , which
emphasizes the development of military capabilities, now dominating the political mainstream. A
thorough analysis of the underlying causes behind the rise and decline of postwar Japanese
pacifism, along with a systematic interpretation of the internal mechanisms that shaped Japan’ s
identity as a “peace state” , and a focused examination of the internal and external drivers behind
Japan’ s growing tendency toward becoming a military power in the post — Cold War era, can offer

valuable insights and analytical foundations for assessing Japan’s future national trajectory.

Eighty Years of Postwar China —Japan Relations; Government —Public
Interaction and High — Level Leadership Song Chengyou

Since the end of World War II in 1945, China and Japan have undergone a full 80 — year journey
of postwar development in their bilateral relations. Japan’s defeat and surrender in 1945, the
founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, and the end of the Allied occupation in
1952—with Japan regaining its sovereignty and foreign policy—together laid the groundwork for the
development of bilateral ties. From 1952 to 1972, China — Japan relations experienced three ups
and downs over two decades, driven primarily by people — to — people exchanges that eventually led
to the normalization of diplomatic relations. Between 1972 and 1992, bilateral relations entered a
period of comprehensive growth marked by multifaceted cooperation and mutual benefit. From 1993
to 2012, discordant elements in the relationship grew increasingly prominent, and the two
countries entered a mature phase characterized by frequent frictions and efforts to seek common
ground while shelving differences. Since 2013, amid the backdrop of profound global transformations
unseen in a century, China’ s international development initiatives have provided a broader
stage. How to shape bilateral relations that meet the demands of this new era has become a pressing
issue on the agenda.
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