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On the Repatriation of Overseas Japanese in China in the Early Days of

the People’ s Republic of China
ZHANG Fanghui

(Institute of Contemporary China, China Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract ; After the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, it devoted itself to peaceful diplomacy,
and developing relations with Japan was an important part of its foreign policies. In order to break the deadlock
in Sino-Japanese relations, China actively carried out non-governmental diplomacy with Japan, and assisted a
large number of Japanese citizens in China to return to Japan through non-governmental cooperation, which
became a much-told story in Sino-Japanese relations. The repatriation of overseas Japanese in China was led by
Chinese and Japanese non-governmental organizations. The two sides cooperated in a practical way, taking into
account respective needs and adopting a flexible approach, and finally properly addressed the question of
returning overseas Japanese in China to Japan. As an important part of Sino-Japanese non-governmental
diplomacy, the incident of the repatriation of overseas Japanese in China has enhanced the understanding
between the two peoples, and promoted further bilateral non-governmental exchanges, and played a positive
role in promoting the development of Sino-Japanese relations.

Key words: People’ s Republic of China; overseas Japanese in China; repatriation; non-governmental

diplomacy ; Sino-Japanese relations
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