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A Perspective on Economic Relationship between Socialist Countries during the Cold War Era

—A View from Sino—Vietnamese International Railway Goods Transportation ( 19554978)
Fan Liping
( College of History Culture and Tourism Guangxi Normal University Guilin 541001 China)
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Abstract: Sino—Vietnamese international railway transportation during the Cold War was an important part of so—
cialist railway transportation community. It’s also the important practice of socialist theory of two paralleling world
markets. International railway freight transportation between China and Vietnam was a reflection of vertical pattern
of international division formed between the Soviet Union Eastern European countries and the two Asian socialist
countries. Constrained by the planned economic system and the low development levels of Chinese and Vietnamese
railway systems as well as the resultant force of the Vietnam War and political factors the problem of difference
between railway transportation planning and individual country’s railway capacity throughout the Cold War could not
be settled soundly. In a sense such low-evel development of this international railway transportation to some extent

presented the difficulty in constructing inner cohesion within the socialist camp during the Cold War.
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