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France’ s European Policy in the European Debt Crisis: Pursuing Leader—
ship in an Asymmetric European Union

ZHANG Ji

“A Europe led by France” lies at the core of France’ s foreign policies. The debt
crisis has changed the power structure within the EU especially in the field of for—
eign and security policy and that of economic governance. Within such an asymmet—
ric Union the France led by Mr. Sarkozy took different approaches in different
fields being proactive and aggressive in the field of foreign and security policy
while taking a tandem leadership with Germany in the field of economic governance.
The “Franco — German Leadership” has played a central role in Europe’ s reactions
to the debt crisis but it becomes more and more asymmetric with France taking initi—
atives and Germany acting as a nucleus. The coming into power of Frangois Hollande
provides a chance for power rebalance who will seek for a more balanced European

Union by checking Germany’ s increasing power from both inside and outside.

Uniqueness in UK’ s European Policy: Traditions Ideas and National In—
terests

LI Jingkun

In the history of the European integration the UK has been taking a very special po—
sition. Its attitudes and policies in the debt crisis have aroused criticism and even
skepticism from the other EU members. However the logic behind the UK’ s deci—
sions has largely been unnoticed. That is a range of deep — seated factors including
particularly its special history unique political and economic ideas and its resort to
national interests have finally led to a completely different European policy from that
of the other EU countries. In the context of the ongoing European debt crisis this
‘uniqueness’ appears more remarkable. And it is this uniqueness that traps the

UK’ s European policy into a dilemma.

An Analysis of the Factors Affecting China’ s Relations with the Other
Major Powers

Ql Haixia

In order to make clear what are the true reasons affecting China’ s relations with the
other major powers in the world this paper makes an analysis of the factors such as
the international pattern transfer of power nuclear weapons economic interdepend—
ence as well as ideology. Based on the data from 1960 to 2009 this paper has es—
tablished a regression model. Statistics show that relations between China and the
other major powers from 1960 to 1989 had been greatly influenced by factors inclu—
ding the GDP gap bilateral trade nuclear weapons and ideology. However the pe—
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riod 1990 —2000 witnessed a lessening effect of bilateral trade and nuclear weapons.
During 2001 —2009 the GDP gap and bilateral trade relations between two countries
played a critical role in their relations. In sum China’ s foreign policy will face

more pressures and challenges in the future.

Is Constructivism a Theory of International Politics?

DONG Qingling

Constructivism has long been misinterpreted as a theory of international politics.
However instead of a theory about how politics works it is a meta — theory or an ap—
proach about how we should conduct researches in the field of political studies. For
this constructivism is a kind of propositions on epistemology methodology and on—
tology in social researches. Since as both a meta — theory and an approach rational—
ism can be combined with different political worldviews and thus formulates some
paradigms of IR such as rational realism and rational liberalism constructivism may
as well be compounded with political realism or political liberalism and formulate dif—
ferent types of theories of international politics for example realist constructivism

and liberal constructivism.

Public Support for China — EU Environmental Cooperation: EU as an
environmental actor in China

ZHANG Li

The European Union has long been taking a global leadership in environmental is—
sues. Despite the importance of EU — China cooperation in this area for the world to
transform to low — carbon economy and to tackle climate change this topic has
been largely neglected which is the focus of this paper. Based on two EU - funded
projects it examines the EU’ s external identity its global leadership in the envi—
ronmental issues and EU — China environmental cooperation before looking at how
the EU as an environmental actor has been disseminating its ideas in China and
how different segments of the Chinese society view the EU’ s role in environmental
issues. It concludes with a discussion on further cooperation between the EU and

China on environmental protection.

A Study on the Recent Transformation of and Innovation in Italian Indus—
trial Districts

SUN Yanhong

As the “hard core” of Ttalian manufacturing economy industrial districts with their
recent developments can provide us with an important perspective for further under—

standing the current and future situation of Italian real economy. In view of this



