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in Southeast Asia. Mutual trust in political fields between them continues to build up and their economic and trade exchanges
are growing. Such a historic turning point in improvement of relations between China and Southeast Asian countries can be
attributed to China’s great success in its reform and opening—up efforts, its enhanced comprehensive national strength and its
readjusted external strategies. In the future, there will exist some negative elements affecting the relations between China and
Southeast Asian countries. However, the current trend of moving toward a more stable and harmonious relationship between
the two sides will not be halted, because advancement of their mutual ties well serves their respective fundamental interests.

10.Myanmar’s Diplomatic Situation and Policy Trends after the General Election, by Ma Yanbing (F.), Fellow at

the China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations and a guest researcher of CPDS. In 2010, Myanmar completed its
general election, the first ever held since 1990, which serves as a turning point in the political transition of that country.
Different opinions were expressed by its neighboring ASEAN member states, its neighboring major powers, as well as Western
countries, with regard to the election results and the establishment of a new government. But even most of the Western
countries that have been at odds with Myanmar for a long time have shown a certain degree of approval. In future, the
Myanmar government will still have to face up to an unpredictable situation in which various political forces within the
country will be realigned under the impact of domestic and international situation, and Western countries keep on imposing
pressure and embargo on it. Consequently, the long—standing intimate relations between China and Myanmar will be put to
test, as Western countries continue to use strategies of intimidation mingled with inducement toward Myanmar.

11.Construction of an ASEAN Political and Security Community and China and US Factors, by Zhang Xue (F),

Fellow, Vice President and Secretary General of Center for Southeast Asian Political and Economic Studies of Guangxi. It can
be said that construction of an ASEAN Political and Security Community has got its development goal and concrete provisions,
as laid out in the ASEAN Political-Security Community Blueprint passed at the ASEAN summit meeting in 2009. However, if
Southeast Asian region wants to truly put this blueprint into effect, it will face up with a series of problems and obstacles.
Internal problems include diversity and discrepancy of the ASEAN member states and its intra —wrangling reality, their
differences in perception on security concepts and common threats, and difficulties in coordination and cooperation between
their armed forces and some drawbacks and deficiencies in their decision—making mechanisms, etc. Externally speaking, the
U.S. continues to readjust its policies toward Southeast Asia countries according to its strategic needs, while China’s peaceful
development strategy has exerted growing influence on various countries in the region. In the near future, the ASEAN Political
and Security Community will not develop in the direction of a military alliance, but instead will encourage cooperation in such
key areas as economic, social, cultural as well as non—traditional security fields, which will follow a whole step—by—step
process of solving easy issues first and difficult ones afterwards, and evolve gradually into a multi —dimensional security
structure.

12.Comment on the Post—Cold War Relationship between China and ASEAN, by Hu Qiong yao (F.), Associate
Professor at the Kunming College of the PLLA University of International Relations. Since early 1990s, from the stage of “all-

round friendly relations”, to the stage of “good—neighbor and mutual-trust partnership”, then to that of “strategic partnership
geared up to peace and prosperity”, the whole development process takes on the features of bilateral patterns encouraging
multilateral cooperation, multiple patterns boosting bilateral cooperation and regional cooperation going side by side with sub-
regional cooperation. Further development of relations between China and Southeast Asian countries conforms to the common
interests and aspirations of the two sides, and it is a matter of necessity. Still the so—called “China threat” theory, territorial
disputes over the South China Sea, the Taiwan issue and the overseas Chinese issue, and so forth, will all pose long—term
major obstacles for a smooth development of relations between the two sides.

13.Selected Perspectives by the Participants at the Seminar on Implications of the Recent Turbulence in Middle
East and North Africa, sponsored by CPDS in Beijing on Feb.28, 2011.




