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Get Organized: A Historical Investigation into
the Construction of Literary and Artistic
Organizations in New China (1949~1965)

Shi Jia

Abstract: With the founding of New China, the Party and the state embarked
on the journey of exploring and establishing a socialist literary and artistic
system. Under the leadership of the Party, the transformation and
institutionalization of literary and artistic organizations officially commenced. On
the eve of the founding of New China, the Party had largely completed the
takeover and transformation of old cultural institutions. After the convening of
the first national congress of literary and art workers, various organizations and
groups of people’s literature and art were established under the Party’s
leadership, symbolizing the formal launch of the organizational and institutional
development of New China’s literary and artistic work. Through the
establishment of a literary and artistic organizational system, the Party achieved
unified leadership over the literary and artistic circles, and strengthened its
guidance and control by adjusting and consolidating these organizations. With the
basic completion of socialist transformation, the Party’s Central Committee
proposed the important policy of the “Double Hundred”, marking a new

developmental stage in the construction of New China’s literary and artistic
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organizations.
Keywords: New China; Literary and Artistic Organizations; Literary and

Artistic System; Literary and Artistic Policy
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