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Transition and Contradiction; Labor People’s Cultural Palace in Beijing,1950—1966

Liu Yu

Abstract: The Labor People’s Cultural Palace in Beijing was originally used as the Imperial Ancestral Temple, which
was a site for royal sacrifices in the Ming and Qing dynasties and a forbidden place for civilians. After the establishment
of New China, this place was endowed with revolutionary functions, whose gist was to be “paradise for working
people”. Since civilians from all walks of life were allowed to enter the palace, entertainment and political parades
became the theme of the period. Endowing feudal state symbols with revolutionary function was meant to leave a strong
symbolic mark, that is, to highlight that the ruling class had changed and people were currently the master of the
country. As a cultural palace for working people,it not only became the materialized carrier and authoritarian symbol of
New China, but was constructed as a space for public ceremonies. Meanwhile,as an ancient relic, the Imperial Ancestral
Temple was overwhelmed by frequent activities and constant tourists. The contradiction between these two functions
gradually stood out.

Keywords: Beijing’s Imperial Ancestral Temple;ancient relic;cultural palace;revolutionary transition



