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On Literary Thought and Policy Adjustment in the Early 1960s

DUAN Kai TAO Dong - feng
( School of Foreign Languages Shanghai Jiaotong University Shanghai 200240 China)

Abstract: The adjustment of literature and art in the early 1960s consisted of four dimensions: firstly adjusting lit—
erary thought in time of war to literary thought during peacetime; secondly adjusting " false big and empty" literary
thought in the period of Great Leap Forward to realistic literary thought during construction period; thirdly adjusting
literary thought accepted from the Soviet Union in the early days of new China to literary thought with Chinas own
characteristics; fourthly adjusting single external literary thought to literary thought with both exterior and interior
characteristics. The first step of the adjustment in the fields of literature and art during this period was to downplay
political influence of literary slogans and literary thought and then to make the move of epistemology on the basis of
the first step. In this way the political literary thought which used to play a leading role was led up to epistemologi-
cal literary thought. The limitation of the adjustment of literature and art is obvious. The adjustment of literary poli—
cy is subject to the change of the political orientation. Many problems of literature and art havent been thoroughly
solved and there was a danger of relapse in the course of the adjustment. The adjustment hasn’ t developed beyond
epistemology of literature and art eventually.
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