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The Inheritance of Agricultural Civilization and the Construction of
Modern Rural Culture

SUN Dapeng

Abstract: Agricultural civilization is the foundation and soul of Chinese civilization , embodying the survival
wisdom and cultural characteristics of the Chinese nation accumulated over thousands of years. The inheritance
of agricultural civilization is not only the continuation of our ancestors’ wisdom but also the promotion of the core
spirit of the Chinese nation. Building a modern rural culture with Chinese characteristics implies the need to inherit
and innovate agricultural civilization. Agricultural civilization is rich in connotation and inheritable value. Since
modern times, the inheritance of agricultural civilization faces challenges from economic, social, and cultural
aspects. Inheriting and innovating agricultural civilization requires transitioning from a singular agricultural
civilization to a diversified development encompassing agriculture, industry, and commerce; it requires integrating
differential order and group order; it requires moving from ritual culture to a combination of ritual and contractual
cultures. The practical approaches for inheriting agricultural civilization in the new era include diversifying the
industrial development, promoting a "three—governance integration" model, and leading the civilized rural style.
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