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Abstract: It systematically analyses changes of relationship between archival administrative departments and
archival social organizations in China in recent 40 years. Firstly, the types of archival social organizations are
sorted out. Secondly, it analyzes the contents and characteristics of three development stages of all kinds of
archival social organizations, including the establishment of archival societies, the rapid development of archival
societies, and the coexistence of archival societies and archival industry associations. Finally, the relationship
between archival administrative departments and archival social organizations in different stages is systematically
analyzed. That is, in the first stage, archival social organizations are highly attached to archival administrative
departments. In the second stage, archival social organizations are graded and double managed, and their
relationship with archival administrative departments is weakened. In the third stage, archival social organizations
are gradually decoupled from archival administrative departments, showing a trend of balanced relationship with
archival administrative departments.
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