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A Historical Review of the Protection

of Cultural Relics in New China
(1949-1965)

Yao Yuan

Abstract: During the first 17 years after the foundation of New China, both national and local gov—
ernments set up an administrative system of specialized protection of cultural relics, accomplishing the
first nationwide census of cultural relics in China’s history and establishing an institution of protected u—
nits of cultural relics. Laws and decrees by the national government, offering pertinent suggestions in dif—
ferent historical phases, have promoted the balance between the protection of cultural relics and national
construction. The first collection of national and provincial valuable protected units of cultural relics en—
abled thousands of the most precious and essential tangible cultural heritages to be preserved. All the
achievements embody national modernization as well as New China’s mighty power in modern national
construction.
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