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Abstract: In the early years of the People’s Republic of China(PRC), the Chinese Government
implemented a strategic policy aiming to attract scientific and technological talents to return. This
statistical analysis finds that between 1949 and 1956, over 1,300 such people returned from 16 countries
including the United States. Most of those returnees had received a systematic education in professional
fields such as industry, chemistry, biology, and mathematics, and many at a world—leading standard. Their
return laid the foundation of China’s knowledge base and tertiary education system in relevant fields,

making a significant contribution to the country’s scientific and technological advancements.
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