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The Establishment and Investigation of
the Desert Control Team of the Chinese Academy of Sciences

DONG Rui' ZHOU Dandan' HAI Chunxing' Gao Yong’
( 1. School of Geographical Sciences Inner Mongolia Normal University Hohhot 010022 China;
2. College of Desert Control Science and Engineering Inner Mongolia Agricultural University Hohhot 010019 China)

Abstract In the 1950s after the Chinese central government established the key project of
“transforming the desert into an oasis and turning the sandy into fertile land” and convened a six—
province desert control planning meeting the Chinese Academy of Sciences established a desert
control team focusing on field investigation in the northwest deserts of China. This article has sorted
out the background and process of the establishment of the team and the process and results of its
investigation and analyzed the significance of the team’ s desert investigation. Members of the team
investigated the distribution causes and characteristics of deserts in Northwest China and conducted
positioning experiments on key areas. They also proposed technologies and measures for desertification
control and provided scientific research data for China’ s desertification control and research in the
later period. They promoted the development of China’s desert science nurtured many young experts
on desert control and ensured the inheritance and development of the dedication spirit of the desert
control team.

Keywords Chinese Academy of Sciences Desert Control Team establishment desert

investigation desert control historical significance



