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Agricultural Work and the Policy Adjustment of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences

ZENG Xiongsheng
( Institute for the History of Natural Sciences Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100190 China)

Abstract The Chinese Academy of Sciences ( CAS) was established in November 1949. As
the China’s highest scientific research institution CAS needs to follow the state’s requirement that its
scientific research serve the national economy while the attributes of scientific research or the pursuit
of scientists cherish the hope to contribute to basic science or scientific theory. The two different
goals placed CAS” agricultural research in an embossing situation and this embarrassment showed a
periodical characteristic as the political situation changes especially after the establishment of the
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences in 1957. To find its proper position and play its role well
CAS tried to resolve the embarrassment by constantly adjusting its research policies and maintaining a
balance between basic research and applied research. After a long period of exploration CAS has
formed its own characteristics in comprehensive and applied basic research in relation to agricultural
research and has also achieved good results but the embarrassing situation still exists. Looking
back at this history we find that CAS” agricultural research no matter prioritizing applied research
or basic research has always suffered different degrees of embarrassment. This paper further exam—
ines the deep meaning of this embarrassment from a broader perspective including the academic val—
ue orientation the controversy related to the Yanan Academy of Natural Sciences and the case stud—
ies of the Academia Sinica and Dr. Li Hsien-wen.

Keywords Chinese Academy of Sciences ( CAS) agricultural work policy embarrassing sit—

uation adjustment



