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The Development Process of “YH—-2” Supercomputer in China

SI Hongwei' DU Xiuchun®
(1. Department of Science History Tsinghua University ~Beijing 100084 China;
2. School of Computer National University of Defense Technology Changsha 410073 China)

Abstract On November 19 1992 China’ first supercomputer that operated a billion times
per second “YH-2" was successfully developed by the National University of Defense Technology
making China one of the few countries in the world that could issue medium to long-term numerical
weather prediction. It had made special contributions to the construction of the national economy.
With exploring the original archives of “YH-2” and interviewing the main researchers this article
reviews the historical background of “YH-2" restores its development process and summarizes the
experience and lessons. Tt clarifies that the “YH-2” is a major scientific research achievement with
independent innovation with Chinese characteristics. Some revelations and references can be passed
on to domestic counterparts in the information industry for innovation-driven development.

Keywords supercomputer YH-2 research process
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