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The Shift in Learning Foreign Technology in the People$s Republic of China (1956—1966)
Zhang Jing
Abstract: On the basis of selfreliance China’ policy of scientific and technological exchanges with foreign coun—
tries during the cold war experienced a transition from “learning from the Soviet Union” to “learning from foreign

countries. ” This was neither a passive adjustment after the Sino-Soviet conflict nor a forced survival in turmoil
and dilemma of the Cultural Revolution but just in the climax of “learning from the Soviet Union” in the mid—
1950s. Its historical context mainly includes the relaxation of favorable domestic and foreign situations and the op—
timistic and confident attitudes of Chinese leaders. From 1956 to 1966 the transnational exchanges of scientific
and technological personnel between China and western capitalist countries were continuously carried out and the

transnational flows of scientific and technological literature were also preliminarily institutionalized.
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