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Science and Politics: How Taiwan won over
Tsung-Dao Lee and Chen Ning Yang in 1957

HUANG Qinggiao
( School of History & Culture of Science, SJTU, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract Much attention was paid across the Taiwan Strait in 1957 to the worldfamous scien—
tific achievements and honours of Tsung-Dao Lee and Chen Ning Yang, who were regarded as the
pride of the Chinese nation. Both sides of the Strait adhered to the “One-China” policy, and both
had close contact with the two men, aiming to win them over. The Taiwan government and the whole
society lauded the growth of their talent and their scientific achievements, endeavouring to win them
over in a variety of ways. The two scientists received official honours, congratulatory telegrams and
invitations, while social organizations and celebrities with official connections tried woo them at ban-
quets, sent congratulations and went out canvassing. Meanwhile, the media pulled on their heart
strings to attempt to lure them back to Taiwan. Throughout the whole battle to win them over, howev—
er, the Taiwan government and society stuck to the “One-China” policy, which showed that both
sides across the Strait agreed with the same stand when it came to the core interests of the Chinese
nation.
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