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Equity and Efficiency: On the Phased Evolution of
Education in China

Dong Haijun Liu Haiyun

Abstract: At present, the issues of equity and efficiency in the development of China’ s education have
aroused widespread concern in the society and academia. However, there are few studies focused on the analysis of
each education stage. As two basic value dimensions, education equity and efficiency are influenced by macro fac-
tors from policy system and micro factors from family capital, showing complex stage relations in the development
of education at all levels in China. Preschool education has experienced three stages from the differentiation of equi-
ty and efficiency to the priority of efficiency and then to the balance of equity and efficiency. Compulsory education
has gone through two stages from giving priority to efficiency and emphasizing key points to the balanced and fea-
tured development by taking both equity and efficiency into consideration. High school education has always shown
the development characteristics of priority in efficiency and low equity. Higher education has gone through two stag-
es from the differentiated development of giving priority to efficiency and emphasizing key points to the unified de-
velopment of giving priority to efficiency with consideration to fairness. The national top—level design and the stage
of social development determine the stage characteristics of strategic and developmental differentiation of education
at all levels in China. In the future, China’s education reform and development should be in the direction of stage
differentiation, connotative characteristics and systematic excellence at different levels according to stages, cate-
gories and demands.
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