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Abstract: The foundation of special training archival class in Renmin University of China in 1952 marked the
birth of archival higher education in China. In the early 1950s, archival higher education developed gradually
with the introduction of Soviet experience and the planning assumptions in the formation period. In the
following ten years, archival higher education in China adapted in response to the distinct historical background,
archivists' revolutionary spirit, and the nature and function of archival science itself. While adhering to the
practicality of archival science, it strengthened its academic rationality as an independent discipline, promoted the
occurrence of discipline consciousness, completed the transformation from vocational education to professional
education, and gradually transferred from "Soviet template" to "localized" teaching system. The orientation of

"independence", "

specialization" and "localization" of archival discipline during 1950s and 1960s still profoundly
influences and enlightens the development of modern archival higher education and archival science.
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