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The Ministry of Higher Education of China

in the 1950s: A Historical Investigation
ZHENG Gang, XU Dan
(School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The Ministry of Higher Education was an administrative institution set up af-
ter the founding of the People’s Republic of China. In the 1950s, the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation assumed the role of leading higher education and secondary vocational education. The
Ministry of Higher Education promoted the reform of education administration system, led
the implementation of the department adjustment, advanced the development of teaching re-
form, and took over secondary vocational education. The reform of the Ministry of Higher
Education reflected the linkage between society and education, and the distribution of re-
sources between basic education and higher education.
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2 1950—1959
1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959
4711 4416 10213 14565 15596 18614 22047 17162 17499 14714
1477 1538 2361 2633 3532 2614 3541 3104 3513 5877
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