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Exploring of Educational Development and Educational Equality in the Urban
and Rural Areas of China: An Empirical Analysis Based on the Three Recent

Nationwide Population Censuses

Xiaoguo Wen

(1.School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei, 430079;
2. Agricultural Technology Research and Development Laboratory of Chinese Academy of Sciences and State Ethnic Affairs
Commission, Wuhan 430074)

Abstract: Based on the dualistic structure of Chinese rural-urban society, an overall evaluation on Chinese
education development and equality for the last three decades was made by analyzing data from three recent national
censuses. In spite of extraordinary achievement China has made, our findings indicated that: (1) Education inequality often
went with insufficient education development mainly in the western regions ; (2)Rural areas lagged behind urban areas in
either education equality or education development level and the gap between the two tended to be widened.(3) The
disparities between rural and urban education development contributed most to the inequality of education over the nation.

Key words: Dualistic Structure; Educational Development; Educational Equality; Gini Coefficient
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Education Expansion, Education Distribution and Income Gap

in China:An Empirical Analysis Based on Provincial Panel Data
Xiangyun Li , Hui Liu , Yun Chen
(School of Public Finance and Taxation, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan ,430073)

Abstract: This paper used provincial panel data to examine how education expansion and education distribution
contributed to income gaps in China. The empirical results showed that the effect was significant. The more equal the
education distribution was, the smaller the income gap was. There was an inverted "U" shaped relationship between the
average years of schooling and income disparities of residents. At present, the average years of schooling of residents in
China were still within the left range of the inverted "U" curve. In the long run, the promotion educational equality and
expansion of tertiary education would help to narrow the income gaps.

Key words: Education expansion; Education distribution; Income gap
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