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China’ s Collective Childcare and the Initiation

of Measles Prevention and Control in the 1950s

JIN Yanan ZHANG Dagqing
( School of Health Humanities Peking University Beijing 100191 China)

Abstract In the 1950s as smallpox came under control in China measles prevention and
control gradually took priority over many other public health efforts. By examining the prevalence of
infectious diseases such as measles within collective childcare institutions during the early years of
the People” s Republic of China as well as the initial efforts in measles prevention and control this
study argues that the attention attached to measles prevention and control was driven by both its
inherent biohazard and the rapid development of collective childcare institutions which responded to
the dual needs of socialist construction and women’ s liberation. However the mass aggregation of
children increased the risk of infectious diseases with measles becoming particularly prominent. By
the end of 1958 as childcare institutions expanded dramatically to nearly four million across the
country a nationwide measles epidemic ensued. In response governments at various levels
formulated emergency measles control and childcare management plans. Concurrently the medical
community strengthened clinical observations and scientific research accelerating the development of
the measles vaccine. The prevention control and research efforts surrounding measles progressed
toward more scientific and systematic approaches.
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