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Rural Joint Clinics in the Huangpi County and the Policy Change Towards Traditional Chinese Medicine
in the Early PRC (LUO Xiao)
In the early days of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), when faced with serious epidemics in
rural areas and the lack of medical treatment, the new regime decided to employ traditional Chinese
medicine for the national medical and health work. Therefore, the state supported the traditional Chinese
medicine and called on the Western medicine to learn from Chinese medicine and encouraged the
Chinese medicine to train apprentices. The policy at the grassroots level was mainly carried out by rural
joint clinics. Based on the archives of the health department in the Huangpi County (now Huangpi
District, Wuhan City), this article focuses on the implementation and effect of the traditional Chinese
medicine policy in rural areas in the 1950s. The policy not only alleviated the difficulty confronted by
local traditional Chinese medicine, but also facilitated its inheritance and development. To a certain
extent, it made up for the shortage of official medical resources by relying upon rural joint clinics.

The Early Attempts of the People’s Republic of Mongolia to Become a UN Member (1946—1948): A
Perspective from the Chinese Diplomacy (ZHANG Jianjun)

In October 1945, the People’s Republic of Mongolia completed its independence referendum, after
which it initiated to apply for the UN membership. The great powers showed very different attitudes
toward Mongolia based on their respective interests. Due to its maintenance of the Soviet-Mongol
relationship in many fields, Mongolia’s road to the UN was full of hardship. Not only the
British-American side (the Republic of China was included) resisted it from entering, but the Soviet
Union did so because of their own concern in the Cold War. Mongolia lost its opportunity in the first
application for it was not able to provide the materials the UN required or make clear statements for the
materials. The Incident of North Tashan exacerbated the Chinese Republican state who had been unsettled
and disturbed by the Mongolian Independence. Other western powers had no intention to support the
Soviet-protected Mongolia. It thus failed again and again in its application.

Before and Behind the Scenes: The Bangkok Withdrawal Negotiations and the First Withdrawal of the
KMT Troops in Northern Burma (May 1953—September 1954) (ZENG Yongxin)
After the Burmese government brought the issue of the KMT troops in northern Burma to the
United Nations on March 25, 1953, the seventh session of the General Assembly adopted a resolution
on April 23, declaring that the KMT troops in northern Burma must be disarmed and either agree to
internment or leave the territory of the Union of Burma, and suggesting it achieve the goal by
negotiations. Led and promoted by the U.S., the four sides including Burma, the U.S., Thailand, and
the Taiwan region formally began negotiations on May 22 in Bangkok. The Taiwan authorities passively
delayed the negotiations, seeking a limited withdrawal, while the KMT troops, led by Li Mi, resisted
the withdrawal. The disagreements between the Taiwan authorities and Li Mi and various front and
backstage operations led to the delay of the withdrawal negotiations. With the pressure from the U.S.,
Burma, and Thailand, the Taiwan authorities signed a withdrawal agreement, but it did not intend to
fully withdraw. The British mediation and especially the 8th General Assembly of the UN held in the
same period put tremendous pressure on the Taiwan authorities, forcing them to withdraw from a limited
scale to a much larger scale, thus consolidating and expanding the results of the Bangkok withdrawal
negotiations. The KMT troops in northern Burma eventually withdrew to Taiwan on a scale larger than
that was established by the Taiwan authorities. They completed the first withdrawal in September 1954.
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