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Abstract; During the historical stage between 1949 ~1978, upon the influence of the planned economy, China’s medical
insurance system has failed to direct the institutional change towards the road of modern health care system. However,
before the reform and opening up period, China’s medical insurance system has been a role model for the world in primary
health care thanks to its “low level, wide coverage” principle during the period of low level of economic development.
Between the period of the founding of People’s Republic of China to reform and opening up, urban health care was built on
two systems including public healthcare and labor insurance, whereas in rural areas, farmers created the “rural cooperative
medical care system” by themselves.
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