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Changes in Income and Expenditure in the Urban Migrant Household in China:
Based on the Account of an Aged Family ( 1986—2017)

LIU Yan
( School of Social and Public Administration East China University of Science and Technology Shanghai 200237 China)

Abstract: The aims of this paper are to analyze the correlation between the migrant household and national economic de—
velopment to find out the differences of income and expenditure among the migrant households to compare the average income
and expenditure of the origin with those of the destination and to suggest the influences that affect the migrant households liv—
ing quality. The study finds that (1) the migrant households that moved from developing areas to developed areas still shared
the benefits of the national development; (2) the relative level of income and expenditure of the migrant households are serious—

ly influenced and their living quality is actually reduced due to the great differences in different regional economic development;
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(3) The pension increase system the household registry reform system and the intergenerational filial piety have partly slowed

down the negative impact on the migrant household; (4) it is no clear that how the change of the family structure affects the mi-

grant household’s living standard. A balanced consideration of economic social cultural factors is required.

Key words: migrant household; family account; the aged; economic development; correlation
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