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Transcending Instrumental Rationality .
Practical Reflection of the Household Registration System Reform

Tu Yirong' Bao Mengruo®
(1. Hubei Institute of Economic and Social Development, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079;
2. College of Art, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207)

Abstract: The huge gap between the increasingly strong reform demand and the little
success in the reform practice is the reality plight of the current household registration
system reform. Exploring the key initiatives and main features of the reform from a
rational perspective,this paper finds out that, the underlying cause of the reality plight
is that, the instrumental rationality obscures the value rationality, which results in the
imbalance of the rational relations in the reform, and the value rupture of means and
ends, efficiency and fairness, economic growth and social development. At a practical
level the reality plight is concretely showed in the following aspects as, the conflict
between differential treatment and citizen right of equality, the contradiction between
limited mobility and unified market, the gap between resident population and household
registration urbanization. In order to break through the plight, it calls for transcending
instrumental rationality, remodeling and highlighting value rationality, keeping
government instrumental rationality and value rationality in reasonable tension,
coordinating the reform costs and benefits, balancing efficiency and fairness, and

unifying the manifestation and nature.

Key words: the household registration system; institutional change; governmental

rationality; instrumental rationality; value rationality

18



