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A Study on the Transformation of Peasants” Migration Freedom from 1949 to 1978

LI Hou—gang XU Xiaodin
( College of Marxism Huazhong Agricultural University Wuhan 430070 China;
College of Public Adminisiration Huazhong University of Science & Technology Wuhan 430074 China)
Abstract: As one of the basic civil rights and freedom migration freedom is particularly important for peasants. From
the founding of the PRC to the period of reform and opening-up it experienced a tortuous process from a short term of
substantially achieved gradual restriction to a complete loss. In the early years due to the need of post-war
contraction peasants had factual freedom of migration for a time. By the end of 1952 with the implementing of heavy
industry priority and economic development strategy the simultaneously emerged planned-system began to limit
peasants” migration freedom and the situation was further exacerbated by the deterioration of Sino-soviet relations.
Finally since 1958 migration freedom virtually became a constitutional right. What’s more the stipulation about
migration freedom was abrogated in the constitution of 1975 which meant the constitutional right was deprived of.
From the research perspective of constitutional and factual right and with the research context of the transformation of
related policies this article analyzes the internal mechanism and process for the transformation of peasants” migration
freedom before the reform and opening-up. And it gives suggestion that peasants are to be endowed and protected with
migration freedom.
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