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Continuity or Change? Chinese Family
in Transitional Era

Yang Juhua He Zhaohua

Abstract: With industrialization  urbanization and modernization the family institution has inevitably
undergone changes. China has witnessed extraordinary social fransformations over the past three dec—
ades. These forces have jointly brought about profound changes to the family organization. This paper
traces the changing trend patterns and characteristics in family structure explores the causes of such
change and analyzes its consequences to family relationships andfamily functions in recent years in Chi-
na. It has found that family size has shrunk number of generations in the family is reduced family forms
become more diversified and family relationship remain intimate but distanced. Also many traditional
family functions have been taken over by public agencies and family norms and culture have been re—
shaped. While changesoccur in various ways and important challenges remain the Chinese family has
been so far resilient to societal transformation due to its deeply rooted tradition and current structural con—
straints. These have made intergenerational reciprocity attractive and prevented the Chinese family from
decline. In the future the government and the family have to face challenges brought about by demo-
graphic transition persistently large-scale migration and changing norms towards the family.
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1 1911 ~2010 ()
Figure 1  Trend of Family Size,China,1911 ~2010
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Figure 2 Trend of Number of Generations in the Family, China, 1930 ~2010
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Figure 3 Changes in Family Structure, China, 1982 ~2000
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4 1978 ~2010
Figure 4  Pairs and Rate of Divorce, China,1978 ~2010
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Figure 5 Pairs and Rate of Remarriage , China, 1985 ~2009
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6 2008 ~2011
Figure 6 Mode of Migration: China 2008 ~2011
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Figure 7 Family Types of Migrants, China,2011
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Figure 8 Living Arrangements of Parents and Children of Migrants,China,2011
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N ( Pimentel and Liu 2005; Thornton and Fricke 1987) .
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