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Review of Nearly 20 Years of Research on Grassroots Governance in China and
Prospects for the Future

Xu Zhonghua
Party School of the Central Committee of CPC, Beijing 100091, China
E-mail: xuuu0219@163.com

[Abstract] [Objective/Significance] Once proposed, grassroots governance has rapidly become a reform model
of national governance. By exploring four aspects of grassroots governance, namely, the amount of publications,
author cooperation, research hotspots, and research frontiers, we aim to form a research review of mapping
analysis, with the hope of providing intellectual support for the development of grassroots governance in China
in the past 20 years. [Method/Process] CiteSpace software was used as the visualisation basis, and the analysis
was carried out by following the steps of ‘data screening - data import - atlas construction - result analysis’.
[Results/Conclusions] Firstly, from the perspective of development, the research trend in this field has changed
from ‘cold’ to ‘hot’. Secondly, grassroots governance first broke ground in sociological research positions,
and then blossomed in single disciplines such as political science, but interdisciplinary research has been
closed as a whole. At present, most of the cooperation is confined to internal research, and the author cluster
mode and academic community have not yet been established. Thirdly, the practice of grassroots governance
consists of research hotspots such as tax reform and precise poverty alleviation, and its specific connotation
has been gradually enriched and developed with the deepening of the process of China's grassroots governance
construction. Fourthly, in the future, there is an urgent need for grassroots governance to be developed around
the leadership of the party building, consultative democracy, sectional system, and vigorously develop research
themes such as digital governance, grassroots burden reduction, and mass work.

[Keywords] grassroots governance, CiteSpace, knowledge graph, visualisation analysis
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