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A Commentary of Research on Chinese Social History during the Past 20 Years

Song Xueling

Keywords : social history research;social history theory;social life history;social culture history;regional social history

Abstract : Scholars in China did not make efforts to build social history automatically until the 1980s.Since then,Chinese

research on social history mainly focus on two fields :introduction and development.In the past two decades, new

achievements have been made in social history research, and many breakthroughs in both theoretical research and

practice have been achieved, which are mainly demonstrate in three aspects: exploration on theory of social history,

excavation and usage of new material, and widening of research horizon. Yet there are also some problems to be

considered, which including the theoretical construction, “fragmentation”

research disposition, ; cross-disciplinary

boundary, balanced dynastic history, further expansion and use of the historical source, etc.although not an easy work

the study for social history has a bright future .
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