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Evolution of the Concept of “Happiness” Constructed by People’s Daily
from the Perspective of Digital Humanities (1949—2024)

YAN Tong , WU Xinyi, HU Kaibao

Abstract: Improving national happiness is the ultimate goal of national governance

and an important dimension of social development. However, the essence of “happiness”

) N : ( (2002—2019) . »s( »2022 5
. 129—138
@  Shigehiro Oishi, Jesse Graham, Selin Kesebir, et al., “Concepts of Happiness across Time and Cultures,”
Personality & Social Psychology Bulletin s vol. 39, no. 5 (April 2013), pp. 559—577.
©) : ( Y , ,2014  , 78



158 ( ) 2025 5

remains a subject of debate. Exploring the development and evolution of the concept of
“happiness” not only mirrors the shifts in public’s perception of its essence, but also
reveals the dynamic interaction between the evolution of this concept and social
structure. From the perspective of digital humanities, this paper builds the token-
based semantic vector spaces using data from the database of People’s Daily, aiming
to trace the semantic evolution of the concept of “happiness” from 1949 to 2024. It is
found that since 1949, public attention to “happiness” has shown an overall increasing
trend, and the concept of “happiness” has undergone an evolution from a “passive” to
an “active” stance, a shift from a “global” to a “national” perspective, an inclination
towards a more “scientific” understanding, and “a continuous enrichment that
encompasses both internal and external dimensions.” Macrosocial factors such as major
societal contradictions, prevailing social ideologies, and governance philosophies, as
well as micro factors such as significant social events related to happiness, have been
key drivers in the evolution of the concept of “happiness.”

Keywords: happiness; digital humanities; semantic vector spaces; digital conceptual

history; People’s Daily



