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Labor and Equality : Gender Narrative of Shanghai Youth Supporting Xinjiang (1963 —1966)
Y1 Haitao
(The Institute Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Science,Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: From 1963 to 1966 ,nearly 100,000 shanghai youth supported xinjiang, with a large portion being resettled in
the xinjiang production and construction corps. Although it was mainly aimed at the youth especially female people’ s employ-
ment issues in shanghai,the historical event had long been attributed to solve the marriage problem of men in the xinjiang pro-
duction and construction corps. As part of the large — scale population migration work at that time,there was indeed a need for
a certain number of female youth. However, it should be noted that the policy itself showed gender inequality, that was,in terms
of labor force ,women did not had an advantage at that time. Therefore , shanghai emphasized the need to mobilize more women,
while xinjiang did the opposite. As shanghai’ s young women entered xinjiang, they had balanced the issue of labor inequality
through labor like men, integrating their personal struggles into the mainstream narrative of the country ,which was the progres-
sive narrative of gender equality.
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