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Evolution, Characteristics and Trends of Community Public

Participation in China
Qin Panbo

(Department of Political Science and Law, Party School of the CPC Guangzhou Municipal Committee/
Guangzhou Academy of Governance, Guangzhou Guangdong, 510070)

Abstract: The whole—process people’s democracy has put forward new development requirements for
public participation. The evolution logic of community public participation in China is reflected in the
evolution of theory toward localization and systemization, the evolution of system highlighting the
times and standardization, the evolution of subjects from rights—oriented to interests—oriented, the evo-
lution of content showing the generalization of participation content and the strengthening of the
theme of people’s livelihood, and the evolution of behavior from a single model to diversified mod-
els. The mode characteristics of community public participation reflect the systematization of mobiliza-
tion—based participation and differentiation of independent participation, the spatial characteristics re-
flect the on—site mobilization-based participation and online independent participation, and the value
characteristics reflect the mobilization—based participation in the public good and the diversification of
independent participation. The development trend of community public participation is specifically man-
ifested as “four differentiations” and “five integrations”, but on the whole, it shows a “double attri-
butes” , that is, the coexistence of “the whole developing into differentiations” and “differentiations
moving toward integration”.
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