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Grain Administration at the Grassroots Level during the Period of Collectivization
—A Case Study of a Village in Northern Hebei
Zhang Hairong

Abstract: During the era of “taking grain as the guiding link,” grain management was one of the top priorities of

village management. The national rules and regulations on grain administration forcefully restricted the production

brigades’ grain income and flow of expenditures, but the village made flexible adjustments in terms of “minor

grain crops,”  “household grain exchanges,” and “brigade grain” while also complying with the regulations and

management and thus creating a detailed grain management system carried out by the production brigades and re—

flecting the operating reality of the national grain policy at the grassroots level. By reviewing the top-down and bot—

tom-up grain management policies of a village during the period of collectivization, this article fills some gaps in

studies of grain policy at the grassroots levels, and it constitutes a new computation and analysis of “industry tak—

ing advantage of agriculture.”
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