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Ten Trends in Interethnic Marriage in China
since the Reform and Opening-Up

Huang Fan Duan Chengrong Bi Zhongpeng

Abstract: Interethnic marriage is of great significance to construct the pattern of ethnic embeddedness
and create a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. Through exploring the data of the national
censuses and 1% population sample surveys since 1982 this paper summarizes ten major trends in interet—
hnic marriage in China since the reform and opening-up: the universalization of interethnic marriage with a
substantial increase of the population and proportion of interethnic marriage; the relative differentiation of
interethnic marriage among ethnic groups; the expanding of interethnic marriage circle with the sub-circles
blending with each other; the relatively deep degree of interethnic marriage in northeast and southwest are—
as; the positive impact of urbanization on interethnic marriage; the promotion of interethnic marriage by mi—
gration; the step-like sex ratio difference; the improvement of women’s family status; the positive correla—
tion between education level and interethnic marriage; and the stratification of occupational types.
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Figure 1  Population Size of Interethnic Marriage and Number of Non-Single-£thnic Households
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Figure 2 Proportion of Interethnic Marriage and Non-Single-Ethnic Households
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2000~ 2010
( 1) o
(%)
Table 1  Proportion of Interethnic Marriage among All Ethnic Groups ( %)
1982 1990 2000 2010 2015
0.91 1.33 1.58 1.45 1.52
25.14 36.84 41.02 39.36 41.89
8.94 12.16 13.28 12.94 13.98
5.92 4.33 7.71 7.16 7.12
0.65 0.50 1.05 0.53 0.71
16.10 24.41 23.88 23.63 27.35
11.91 14.79 19.34 20.56 23.44
11.51 11.88 14.58 15.22 16.09
11.26 14.05 20.21 23.30 26.63
2.55 6.15 8.44 10.06 17.76
66.25 49.10 43.86 44.80 43.36
15.20 30.56 25.17 27.24 31.76
18.35 26.56 26.46 29.01 28.73
16.19 12.66 25.72 27.02 30.66
37.00 32.66 25.07 25.82 25.38
9.50 9.05 14.25 16.53 20.10
3.02 3.92 2.21 4.20 3.18
9.93 19.55 18.95 22.35 26.58
7.02 13.17 13.88 18.50 20.91
— — 13.77 16.24 —
— — 13.92 16.54 —
— — 52.40 54.94 —
— — 86.96 80.36 —
— — 22.98 25.32 —
— — 27.86 28.54 —
— — 10.84 12.36 —
— — 23.96 25.60 —
— — 15.55 20.46 —
— — 5.15 4.29 —
— — 31.56 36.43 —
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= = 42.51 46.47 —
— — 75.25 75.53 —
— — 29.36 35.07 —
— — 32.83 34.11 —
— — 7.99 2.84 —
— — 29.90 42.81 —
— — 52.92 51.76 —
— — 83.20 85.54 —
— — 67.92 70.93 —
— — 15.69 19.52 —
— — 27.82 32.99 —
— — 40.98 42.39 —
= = 54.28 63.71 —
— — 76.20 71.37 —
— — 46.06 34.76 —
— — 86.19 88.63 —
= — 84.13 87.44 —
— — 17.42 22.78 —
— — 39.77 42.06 —
— — 21.70 27.89 —
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Table 2 Proportion of Interethnic Marriage by Province ( %)
1982 1990 2000 2010 2015

3.00 4.15 4.58 4.47 4.93
0.86 1.06 1.69 1.57 1.65
1.16 2.72 2.53 2.24 2.22
0.15 0.19 0.37 0.17 0.17
5.90 10.10 12.16 11.41 13.26
7.32 9.72 10.91 9.64 10.07
3.43 5.72 6.03 4.14 4.85
3.97 4.18 4.49 2.89 2.73
0.30 0.50 0.72 0.82 1.23
0.17 0.25 0.59 0.34 0.50
0.25 0.43 0.72 1.18 1.60
0.23 0.43 0.64 0.48 0.45
0.64 2.02 1.91 1.64 1.95
0.09 0.38 0.66 0.40 0.31
0.09 0.22 0.41 0.28 0.34
0.29 0.45 0.70 0.41 0.46
2.36 3.07 2.42 1.94 2.11
2.08 4.37 4.36 3.79 4.31
0.47 0.66 0.98 1.04 1.48
8.47 8.60 11.58 10.56 11.38
— 3.10 4.65 3.99 4.96
— — 3.61 3.21 2.59
1.03 1.34 0.92 0.83 1.05
5.57 11.63 13.96 13.79 15.70
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1982 1990 2000 2010 2015
6.66 7.02 10.30 10.07 12.46
— 0.25 1.41 1.49 0.86
0.17 0.29 0.30 0.17 0.18
1.00 0.95 1.51 1.17 1.75
2.77 4.57 6.90 6.37 5.98
0.77 1.45 2.30 1.47 1.89
1.31 1.57 1.87 1.48 2.13
3.4.2
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o 3
( N N . . . ) 2000~
2010 ( 1989) .
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2014) . 1982 1%
10% o
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2.48 4.30 ) (1982 2015 8.38
15.53 ) 7 (1982 2015 5.99%
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Table 3  Interethnic Marriage in Urban and Rural Areas ( %)

1987 1990 2000 2005 2010 2015
2.65 — — 3.14 2.72 3.09
2.31 — — 2.99 2.77 2.87
2.44 2.67 2.96 3.06 2.74 2.99
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Table 4 Decomposition of Factors for the Change in the
Proportion of Non-Single+.thnic Households
1 2 3
( ) 0.05 0.28 0.22 0.55
(%) 9.09 50.91 40.00 100.00
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Figure 4 Proportion of Interethnic Marriage among the Resident Population and the Floating Population
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Table 5 Decomposition of Factors for the Change in the Proportion of Interethnic Marriage
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Figure 5 Sex Ratio of Population of Interethnic Marriage of All Ethnic Groups ( 2000-2010)
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. 2000~2010

o

6 (%)
Table 6 Proportion of Female Heads of Households among Exogamy and Endogamy ( %)
1982 1990 2000 2010 2015
4.90 6.06 7.33 9.66 11.46
3.98 5.33 6.62 7.86 8.78
3.8.2
. 1982
0.92 2015
2.68 ( 6) - 2000 2010
3.9
C 4 .
1982 2000
2015 .
( 7 .

Table 7 Proportion of Interethnic Marriage of People with Different Education Levels

and Correlation Coefficients

1982 1990 2000 2010 2015
1.68 2.41 2.92 2.46 2.62
1.93 2.62 3.00 2.58 2.91
3.11 3.65 3.96 3.04 3.32
3.42 4.25 5.11 4.63 5.33
(%)

— 4.25 5.03 4.45 4.75
— 4.24 5.25 4.84 6.03
— — 5.88 5.45 5.78
1.86 2.72 3.23 2.98 3.12
0.96 0.98 0.98 0.96 0.94
( N N N N N N

6.9.12.15.15.16.18 ) Pearson

094 7) .
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Table 8  Proportion of Interethnic Marriage by Occupation ( %)
1982 1990 2000 2010 2015
’ ; 2.84 3.58 3.93 3.10 3.28
3.00 4.07 4.72 4.37 4.78
3.39 3.97 4.44 3.88 5.03
2.23 3.01 3.30 2.75 3.36
NN 1.73 2.61 3.05 2.79 3.09
2.06 2.71 2.99 2.46 2.75
1.86 2.72 3.23 2.98 3.12
4
1982 1%
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