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The Social Status and Consumer Preferences of

Urban Residents in China(2003—2013)
Wang Fugin Zhang Chao

Abstract: The past researches about social stratification and consumption focused on how to
reflect the distinction of different social stratum or to achieve the reproduction of social status, o-
verlooked to discuss the mechanism between the social stratification and consumption systemati-
cally. This study focuses on the division of consumer preferences among different social strata,
embedded in the framework of class analysis and historical change. Using the repeated design da-
ta from China General Social Survey 2003 and 2013, the research finds that, on the surface, peo-
ple’s preferences in the material consumption, cultural consumption and leisure activities etc, are
obviously increased in 2013 compared with 2003, but this trend is not significant after controlling
the main social fators, demonstrating a kind of “kick upstairs” trend. Nevertheless, the relation-
ship between social status and consumer preferences continued to be related robustly in ten years.,
the consumer preferences of the professionals, managers, and the routine non— manual workers
have significantly advantage over the supervisors , technical workers , self —employed owners,
and unskilled workers etc, forming a clear boundary or distinction. From the perspective of class
analysis, social stratum still has significant explanatory power in China’s social transformation,
and the distinction of consumer preferences may further solidify the boundary between the social
strata.

Keywords: Social Stratum;Class Analysis; Consumer Preferences; Distinction
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