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Transitions of the Workers’ Marriages
Before and After the Establishment of People’s Republic of China

AQO Tianying, GONG Xiuyong

(School of Politics, Chengdu University of Information Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan 610225, China)

Abstract; Benefited from the promotion of political and economic status, the group of work-
ers became one of the groups whose marital changes were very significant before and after the es-
tablishment of People’s Republic of China. The marked performances included sharp increase of
marriage opportunities of unmarried male workers, the increase of marriage autonomy of unmar-
ried female workers, of the couples’ equality, and of the social activities of the workers’ depend-
ents. In general, it was the most likely that the group of male workers which was the representa-
tive of the middle and lower men groups in the original social structure was the biggest beneficia-
ry of the reform of the marriage system while female workers and dependants which were gener-
ally considered to be the limited benefit groups in the reform of the marriage system. Of course,
all of the changes in marriage also reflected the rise of the social status of workers as a whole.
Furthermore, the general transition to a socialized personality of the workers’ dependants which
were ignored for a long time might have been the most profound, lasting and irreversible pro-
gress of Chinese women’s liberation.

Key words: before and after the establishment of People’s Republic of China; the group of

workers; transition of the marriage; the Yuhua spinning mill of Chengdu



