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The Misunderstandings of and Paths for Urban and Rural
Household Registration Reform in Qur Country
YU Jianrong LI Renqging
( Rural Development Institute Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Dongcheng Beijing 100732)

Abstract: Currently there are erroneous ideas in the study of urban and rural household registration reform in
our country such as the following: reform should be taken in medium and small cities instead of large ones; full
autonomy should be granted to the city governments with no in—depth intervention from the central government; and
the primary targets should be the peasants affected by land acquisition and resettlement or living in concentration.
Studies illustrate that further reform requires that local governments have the capacity and political will to provide
public services with a bottom line of no decreasing of urban residents’ vested levels of public service and welfare.
Its process will be determined by the degree of local industrialization and urbanization. The next step of reform
should improve urban and rural social security system accelerate property rights reform of the rural housing sites
actively build urban low—rent housing make efforts to solve the urban residence problem for the children of rural
migrant workers promote supporting reforms in land and financial systems and balance urban and rural develop-
ment and enhance the uniformity of urban and rural systems. In particular the central government should partici—
pate in and formulate institutions related to household registration reform from the perspective of nation building and
civil rights.
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