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Cai Chang and the Pioneering of Women International Exchanges

in New China
Ji Liping, Liu Xuan

Abstract: New China was established in the background of Cold War, and experienced a full blockade imposed by the
West. Under the policy to expand the diplomacy of New China, women international exchanges assisted to break through the
Iron Curtain. Cai Chang was one of the women leadership figures devoted to international exchanges. Relying on her distinctive
charm and leadership abilities, the All-China Women’ s Federation (ACWF) hosted in Beijing the Asia Women Conference
and the Council Meeting advocated by the Women’ s International Democratic Federation (WIDF), and participated actively
in the other activities of the WIDF. The ACWF formed partnerships with other women movement organizations and their
leaders from those states in Europe, Asia and Africa, which demonstrated to the world a positive image that New China loved
peace and desired development. These efforts greatly enhanced the diplomatic activities of the nation and opened a historical
chapter for women’s international exchanges in New China.

Keywords: Cai Chang; Women of New China; International Exchanges; All-China Women’ s Federation; Women’s

International Democratic Federation
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