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Mao Zedong’s Pioneering Exploration of “Two Combinations”
LIU Cang

(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009)

Abstract:Mao Zedong is a great pioneer in adapting Marxism to the Chinese context. In the process of leading
the Chinese revolution, the Communist Party of China (CPC) and Mao Zedong established the fundamental prin-
ciple and direction of combining Marxism with the practice of the Chinese revolution, Chinese history, and Chinese
culture, which reflects the basic framework of combining Marxism with China’s specific reality and culture. The
theoretical framework includes sub topics such as how to treat Marxism, how to treat Chinese history and culture,
how to use Marxism to guide Chinese revolutionary practice, and how to innovate and develop Marxism. The theo-
retical framework was upheld and developed during the socialist revolution and construction period. Since the re-
form and opening up, under the direction of adapting Marxism to the Chinese context, how to enrich and develop
Marxism with the essence of traditional Chinese thought has become an important issue of the times, which has pre-
pared the ideological conditions for the proposal of the “two combinations” in the new era.

Keywords: adapting Marxism to the Chinese context; Mao Zedong Thought; “two combinations”; essence of

traditional Chinese thought
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