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Mao Zedong and Termination of the Grand Contest
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Abstract: Mao Zedong’ s attitude had vital influence on the process of the Grand Contest which serves as the key to a—
chieving a profound understanding of the PLA military construction in the 1960s. Mao Zedong’ s attitude towards the cam-
paign underwent a transformation from appreciation to frustration. He was dissatisfied with the following aspects: the combina—
tion of political work and military training was slack the focus on actual combat was inadequate the popularization process
was slow. This change of attitude was determined by the then grave national security situation and Mao Zedong’ s strategic

guiding ideology and it was also affected by leftist-inclined mistakes in domestic politics.
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