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Abstracts

Accessibility and Acceptability of Education Loans: A Discussion on Their
Role and Limitations in the Cost-sharing Mechanism of Higher Education

Du Jiang Liu Shuanghe

[Abstract] In the cost-sharing mechanism of higher education the education loan
system primarily consisting of national student loans serves as an auxiliary means
for families to bear the cost of education and is an important way for the state to
subsidize educational finance. This paper explores the role and constraints of
education loans in the cost-sharing mechanism of higher education. Education
loans as a buffer play multiple roles in ensuring educational equity sharing
educational costs and allocating educational resources which can make the cost—
sharing mechanism more flexible and sustainable. Its role is primarily realized
through accessibility and acceptability: the former is reflected in the expansion of
the loan scale which ensures fairness of opportunity; the latter is reflected in the
improvement of the loan structure which promotes fairness in the process. The
empirical results show that an increase in tuition fees leads to a rise in family
education loan behavior but the magnitude is limited and not continuous.
Abundant financial investment in education will suppress the growth of education
loan behavior. The education loan behavior of families with lower-middle income
levels and more diversified sources of income is more significantly influenced by
tuition fee increases. The results suggest that there is room to improve the
accessibility and acceptability of education loans in China. This paper discusses
policies on the differential adjustment of tuition fees optimization of financial
investment in education and education loan reform.

[Keywords] education loan; higher education cost-sharing; tuition fee adjustment;

financial investment in education

A Study on the Economic Causes of Population Shrinking in Northeast China
Cai Yifei

[Abstract] This paper investigates the economic causes of population shrinking in
Northeast China proposing that such shrinkage is the result of the interplay and
. 184 -
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amplification of three processes—economic downturn declining fertility rates and
net population outflow. It explores the interrelationships among these three factors.
The paper constructs an interactive influence mechanism between economic
development and population changes in Northeast China. By employing the cohort—
component method to analyze the structural changes in the region’ s population it
finds that the direct contribution of net population outflow to changes in population
size is continuously decreasing whereas the decline in fertility levels caused by net
population outflow plays a predominant role in the formation of population
contraction. It examines the relationship between economic development and
demographic transition and reveals that compared to other regions in China
Northeast China experienced an earlier demographic transition and a faster decline
in fertility rates setting the stage for an earlier population decrease. Since the
reform and opening up the slow transformation of the industrial structure and the
scarcity of employment opportunities have led to accelerated population outflows
which in turn have sped up the demographic transition. Ultimately this has
created a positive feedback loop between economic downturn and population
decline making population contraction a long-term trend in the region.
[Keywords ] Northeast China; population shrinkage; population transition; net

population outflow

Some Thoughts on the Transformation of Sociological Knowledge in Criminal
Law: An Investigation Based on System Theory
Zhou Weiming

[Abstract] Criminal law can only grasp the development of criminal law thought
since the turn of the century by shifting from a philosophical perspective to a
sociological one. The system theory of sociology provides new intellectual resources
for criminal law. This article on the basis of an introduction to the system theory of
sociology and the functionalist system of criminal law based on it delves into key
topics such as the paradigm shift in contemporary criminal law the sociological
foundation of criminal law the insights sociological theory offers for addressing
certain complex issues in criminal law risk criminal law and the influence of
sociology on the future development of criminal law. The aim is to draw the
attention of China’ s criminal law community to this issue of knowledge
transformation and to achieve the goal that “the best social policy is the best
criminal policy”.
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