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ABSTRACTS

70 Years of China: The Changes of Population Age Structure and the Trend of Population Aging
Wang Guangzhou - 2 -
Based on the population censuses and 1% sampling surveys data, this paper uses the indirect estimation methods to
reconstruct the changes of population age structure for 70 years of China. The main conclusions and insights are as fol-
low. (1) During the past 70 years, Chinese population has experienced both dramatic increases and decreases. The changes
in the first 35 years are mainly determined by social- economic situation, while those in the second 35 years are influ-
enced jointly by strict family planning policy and social- economic conditions. (2) Compared with the population changes
after the three years of natural disaster, the nature of baby boom in response to the universal two- child policy in 2015 is
completely different. Yet, they both result in a baby boom for about two years. (3) The recent 35 years witnessed low fer-
tility and decreasing number of new births, which strengthens the trend of population age structure. It makes that the
proportion of elderly population will eventually exceed 30%, and will remain at high levels in the future.

Trends of Migration in China in Four—decades of Economic Reform: An Analysis based
on Censuses and 1% National Population Surveys Ma Zhongdong <16+
Based on the data of Chinese censuses and 1% national population surveys from 1982 to 2015, the paper calculates
the five- year volume of inter- country migration in all census/survey years. From 1982 to 2010 and then to 2015, the to-
tal volume of inter- country migration increased from 28.63 million to 146 million and then fell to 132 million, among
which permanent (hukou) migration decreased from 24.20 million to 19.76 million and then to 14.32 million, temporary
migration (out of the county of hukou) increased from 4.43 million to 126 million and then slightly decreased to 118 mil-
lion, and temporary labor migration increased from less than 2 million to 70.33 million and then dropped considerably to
57.07 million. The paper finds that, with the shift of the importance from permanent to temporary migration, migration in
China has completed its market transition in the four decades, during which migration plays a key role in the nation’s
market transformation, urbanization and industrialization. Meanwhile, there has been also a transition which shifts migra-
tion behaviors from individuals to families. Such a transition was strongly evident in changes in migration schedule from
2000 to 2010, including consistent rate enhancement over 70% among married adults between 26 and 40 years old,
which was so significant that married migrants have replaced unmarried ones as the majority. In terms of cumulated mi-
gration rates, the deficit ratio of the children (0- 12) to parents’ (24- 36) was 0.628, implying then 62.8% of migrants’
children were left behind. Moreover, the deficit ratio for wives aged 24- 45 years old was 0.2172, indicating a consider-
able portion of spousal residence separation incurred. This shift of migration behaviors to families is largely a result of
risk enhancement in privatization, which forces small rural families to split and use labor migration as a strategy to spread
risks across sectors. Huge social and human costs incurred were often neglected in favor of positive effects of remittances.
With the level of education much enhanced among new generations, the paper suggests that the government creates a
more relaxed environment and formulate new policies to enhance both the quality and the stability of migration by focus-
ing on the transfer of human capital through family settlement.

A Study on the Effects of Higher Education Population on Urbanization: Empirical Evidence
from 287 Cities at and above the Prefecture Level in China Zhou Qiliang  Fan Hongzhong +29-+
Based on the panel data of 287 cities at and above the prefecture level in China during 1999- 2015, this paper ex-
amines the effects of higher education population on urbanization. The results show that, (1) because of the congestion ef-
fects, it is not a simple positive linear relationship between higher education and urbanization. The direct effect of higher
education population on urbanization is positive in small and medium- sized cities, but it is significantly reduced or even



