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The Initial Stage of Environmental Protection in New China: Historical

Investigation of Pollution Treatment of Guanting Reservoir in the Early 1970s
DUAN Lei
( School of Marxism Peking University Beijing100871 China)

Abstract: At the end of the winter of 1971 Guanting Reservoir was polluted by Industrial wastewater of
upstream enterprise. At the time of the historical background people mistakenly assumed it as the class
enemy poisoning rumor crushed after investigation. Between 1972 and 1976 the Chinese Communist
Party and the government adopted the organization form of collaborative management accross the provinces
and cities. scientific research and batch propulsion successfully govern the pollution. This is the first
time to carry out substantive comprehensive environmental governance action at the national level since
the founding of new China reflects the return of scientific spirit lays the practical and empirical founda—
tion for the first session of the national environmental protection meeting in 1973 plays an important role
in the history of new China’ s environmental protection.
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