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From utilization of three wastes to pollution regulation: the beginning of
environmental protection work of new China
WANG Rui - fang
( Contemporary China Research Institute Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: The first national environmental protection conference took place in 1973. It was the beginning of environmen—
tal protection in new China. For the environmental pollution was mainly caused by “three wastes” therefore the environmental
protection work firstly focused on comprehensive utilization of “three wastes”. The CPC and the Chinese Government put for—
ward principles which has 32 words and also issued three simultaneous policies. With the deepening understanding of environ—
mental protection the focus of environmental protection work shifted from the control of environmental pollution to its regula—
tion and then to nature conservation. At the same time the environmental management mode was transited from simple admin—
istration measures to the combined means of legislative economic and administrative measures in which the legislative meas—
ure played a main role. It was experienced that the combined means of propaganda education and pressing administrative lia—
bility economic responsibility and even criminal responsibility was extremely effective. Environmental protection had underg—
one great changes from taking temporary solution to effecting a permanent cure and from utilization of three wastes to environ—
mental protection. The above changes were the results of the worsening conditions of pollution and environment. Under these
circumstances it was required to establish a national overall plan in order to ensure the environmental protection planification
institutionalization and legalization.
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