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Investigation and Analysis of the
Inter-governmental Policy Coordination in the Construction of
Xiamen Special Economic Zone (1980—1991)

Zhai Hongfeng, Xu Hongmai
(School of Marxism, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The establishment of Xiamen Special Economic Zone, one of the earliest special
economic zones in China, resulted from inter-governmental policy coordination, featuring distinct
policies. The central government’s strategic decision-making, careful guidance and policy support
were the fundamental premise and strong guarantee for the establishment and early development of
the Special Economic Zone while the Fujian local governments’ positive response to the central
government’s policy, policy refinement and re-innovation were the driving force for its establishment
and development. The positive interaction between the central and local governments and the
coordination of inter-governmental policies caused Xiamen Special Economic Zone to achieve fruitful
results, establishing the unique development path of Xiamen Special Economic Zone and carrying out
beneficial exploration for the adjustment of the central-local relationship in the early stage of reform
and opening up.

Key words: reform and opening up; Xiamen Special Economic Zone; inter-governmental

policy coordination; central-local relations

(L#% 101 7

Crossing the Digital Services Trade Barriers in China’s Service Exports
— An In-depth Analysis Based on RCEP Countries

Sun Jun', Jin Wengqi®
(1. School of Business, Jiangsu Ocean University. Lianyungang 222005 ;
2. Ningbo Branch, China Everbright Bank, Ningbo 31500, China)

Abstract: Digitization of services trade is the main driving force behind the development
of global services trade at present, but the barriers along with the digitization have become a
notable obstacle to services trade. Based on the data of services trade of 13 RCEP countries,
who are supplementary to each other economically and show great potentials in cooperation,
from 2014 to 2021, this paper uses gravity model to analyze the impact of RCEP countries’
digital services trade barriers on China’s services exports. The results show that the RCEP
countries’ digital barriers have a suppressive effect on China’s services exports; the expansion
of the heterogeneity of bilateral trade services supervision will enhance the suppressive effect.
A detailed study of the RCEP provisions reveals that the effective implementation of these
provisions reduces in a sense the digital services trade barriers. However, it should be noted
that the RCEP agreement places greater emphasis on the balance between flexibility and high
standards, and it falls short of the stricter free trade agreements like CPTPP. Therefore, to
overcome the trade barriers and raise its services export competitiveness, China should
constantly close the gap between its domestic services trade rules and RCEP ones, strengthen
the free trade agreement negotiations with its trading partners, and benchmark against
CPTPP to bring out a “China proposal” in line with its national conditions.

Key words: digital services trade barriers; RCEP; services trade; heterogeneity
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