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From “Mutual Assistance Assisted by Labor” to the “Pooling of Land as Shares”:
The Rise and Transformation of Rural Mutual Aid Groups in the
Shanghai Suburbs ( 1951—1953)

Ge Ling and Wei Jianjian
Abstract: Land reform in the Shanghai suburbs in 1951 did not change the social form of rural workers and semi
— agricultural workers in the suburban areas. As a result mutual assistance assisted by labor constituted the main
form of the initial stage of mutual assistance and cooperation in the rural areas. In the process of subsequent de—
velopments in order to avoid confusion or contradictions in terms of the recording and grading of work and agricul—
tural work arrangements and in order to avoid the risks of exploitation brought about by the hiring of labor some
mutual assistance group leaders and part — time farmers jointly chose the operational mode of “pooling the land as
shares. ” This shows that the pooling of land as shares contained a certain village spontaneity. However the cen—
tral government’ s plan to reduce mutual cooperation and development and its subsequent policy adjustments

caused the initial “land shareholding” to undergo a qualitative change from negative to positive.
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