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The Establishment and Evolution of the System of Transfer Certificates for the
Supply of Grain ( 1955 —1993) —A Case Study of Henan Province
Tian Xiquan
Abstract: The system of transfer certificates for the supply of grain was the product of the monopoly system of uni—
fied purchases and sales. It was also a way for the government to manage grain consumption and population migra—
tion under China’ s planned economy. Based on the situation in Henan during the planned economy the system
of transfer certificates for the supply of grain was constantly evolving whereas the systems for different kinds of
grain were undergoing a long process of improving. Through the interactions and adjustments of the grain adminis—
trative departments at the central and local levels a complex system of transfer certificates for the supply of grain
was established playing an important role in the implementation of the system for the supply of grain and in the

control over the non-agricultural population in the urban areas.
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