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The Special Work—points of Rural Areaduring the
People’s Commune Period
—The Case Based on Houjiaying Village in Hebei Province

Li Yuhong

Abstract There were several kinds of “special” work—points in rural area during the People’ s commune period which
were represented by manure work-point production brigade work—point and compulsion work-point. These special work—
points made an important impact on the collective allocation system at that time. Combined with the fieldwork data the rich
archives of Houjiaying Village in Changli County Hebei Province revealed the actual situation operating process and rela—
tionship with collective allocation of these special work—points and expound how the work—point system affected the collec—
tive allocation. Manure work-points meant a lot to peasants’ economic benefits. The calculation of production brigade work—
points was distinct which explained the fairness of collective allocation. Most peasants were dissatisfied with the unfairness
of production brigade work—points. Compulsion work-points were common burdens for peasants. The research of the special
work-points reflected the peasants’ mentality and concept in the process of allocation especially the toleration towards the
low level and unfairness of collective allocation.
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